
Camden Historic Resources Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 

Walsh History Center, CP Library, 4 p.m. 
 
Call to Order: 4 p.m. 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Rosalee Glass (RM), Eileen Kurtis-
Kleinman (ALT) 
Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
Volunteers: Mike Skaling, Jennifer Healy 
 
The minutes from the meeting on July 9, 2019, were approved as written.  
 
To follow up her initial proposal made to the Committee on May 14, 2019, Jennifer Healy 
presented the prototype of the self-guided walking tour of Camden’s historic mills to the 
committee.  All present approved the prototype and thanked Jennifer for her excellent 
educational pamphlet.  A few suggestions were made, and Ken offered to proofread before final 
printing, which Jennifer supported. 
 
Jennifer and her husband have paid the design and layout costs and have generously offered to 
underwrite printing the first 250 copies, which will cost $264.00 (which includes a 20% town 
discount).  Ken and others suggested increasing the initial printing to 1000-2000 with the HRC 
paying the additional costs.  Jennifer will get back to the Committee with quotes for 1000-2000 
print run.   
 
Pat will inquire with Audra about using money from the Committee’s budget for printing costs if 
we decide to order in quantity to reduce per/piece cost.  The Committee also discussed other 
possible future funding sources for printing costs.  Distribution was discussed: the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Camden Public Library, the Camden Rockport Historical Society, the Town 
Office, and Dave Jackson’s walking tour were suggested.  
 
The Historic Resources Committee needs a chair and secretary, as both Pat and Judy 
McGuirk are stepping down, after having served for two years. They both will remain on the 
Committee. 
Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman volunteered as Committee chair.  Secretary still needed.  
 
Pat met with Town Manager Audra Caler-Bell on August 1, 2019, to talk about the town’s 
plans regarding the Historic Resources Committee and the possibility of changing it into a 
commission, as proposed in the 2017 Comprehensive Plan.  Audra said the Select Board has 
yet to decide on the timing and composition for such a transition.  
 
Concerned about the volume of the HRC’s work, Pat brought, for discussion with Audra, a list of 
HRC initiatives that she had presented to the Select Board in January 2019, along with recent 
additional areas of involvement.  (See attached).  Audra suggested prioritizing work, choosing 
four areas on which to concentrate with the understanding that work might be re-prioritized if 



needs changed during the year.  Audra felt the HRC should “stick” to its four priorities and not 
take on new issues should they arise.  Should important issues arise, she recommended re-
prioritizing and not taking on more projects.  She also suggested that town staff might be utilized 
to help in HRC work. 
 
Present members then discussed what HRC’s priorities for 2019-2020 might be: 
 

• Judy suggested 4 top priorities as: continuing the Camden Historic Marker program; 
getting more of the town on the National Register (such as Elm St.) as a means to 
preserve it; advising on town-owned historic properties; continuing the historic 
preservation on Curtis Island.  
 

• Several members noted that advising on town-owned historic properties is part of the 
Committee’s mission and, therefore, very important.  
 

•  Pat said she’d like to continue with the National Register listings for 10 Bay View 
(Camden Herald building) and 2 Bay View and follow up with the Captain Swift Inn for 
possible nomination and also continue with the Historic Home Plaque Program.   Pat 
reported that 10 Bayview has recently been sold to Marianne and Stuart Smith. She will 
meet with Tyler Smith to discuss continuing seeking National Register status for the 
building, which has already been given approval by Michael Goebel-Bain for formal 
nomination papers to be completed.  2 Bay View (Swan Island Blankets) needs another 
“push” and follow-up with Maine Historic Preservation Commission…maybe research 
how many buildings have a curved facade. The fact that it was the location for the town’s 
first bank adds historic significance.  
 

• Judy and Rosalee expressed interest in considering Elm Street as a potential National 
Register Historic District area.  
 

• Mike Skaling volunteered to continue work on signs for Camden’s three historic districts 
with Dennis McGuirk. He will continue to assist in the restoration/preservation work of 
Curtis Island structures.  He is talking with David Conover and the town about fund- 
raising ideas. He also volunteered to follow up with Jeremy Martin on the status of the 
demolition delay ordinance.    
 

• General Committee agreement that drafting an archeological ordinance is beyond the 
Committee’s scope at this point.  
 

• In addressing the possibility of National Historic Register status for Jacobs Avenue, it 
was noted that volunteer Ann Waigand is still expecting to proceed with her Jacobs Ave. 
research as soon as she completes her historic work in South Carolina. 
 

• General Committee agreement that preservation of town records should be handled by 
town office staff. We would be available should the town need to ask our advice.  



 
• Committee may need to put “on hold” the initiative concerning Historic Register 

nomination of Camden Hills State Park and Hans Heistad structures. Going forward, if 
project is of interest, it might be useful to contact Elizabeth Berry, Heistad’s 
granddaughter, who lives in Rockport.  
 

Proposed Maine DOT repair and restoration of Main Street bridge: The state DOT recently 
sent notification to the town of work that was needed on Main St. bridge (Under Main St. in 
vicinity of House of Logan and Smiling Cow) but gave no details in their proposal. Audra 
forwarded correspondence to our committee.  For any DOT work which affects Camden’s 
Historic District, the DOT has to submit request to the Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
for review. The Commission will review and determine whether or not the work will be 
detrimental to historic resources in the area. Audra needs to be on top of communication. Pat 
will check back with Audra for updates.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman  
 
 
Next meeting -- September 10, 2019 


